
Before  t h e  Board of Zoning Adjustment, D. C. 

PUBLIC HEARING -- August 16,  1967 

Appeal No. 9321 Cor in th i an  B a p t i s t  Church, appe l l an t .  

The Zoning Adminis t ra to r  of t h e  Dis t r ic t  of Columbia, appe l l e e .  

On motion du ly  made, seconded and unanimously c a r r i e d ,  t h e  fo l lowing  
Order was e n t e r e d  a t  t h e  meeting of t h e  Board on August 16, 1967. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF ORDER - Ma.rch 15, 1968 

ORDERED : 

That  t h e  appea l  f o r  a  v a r i a n c e  from t h e  r e a r  yard and l o t  occupancy 
requirements  of t h e  SP D i s t r i c t  t o  permi t  e r e c t i o n  of r e a r  s t a i rways  a t  
500 Eye S t r e e t ,  NW., l o t  801, squa re  485, be g ran ted ,  

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

(1) A p p e l l a n t ' s  p rope r ty  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  an  SP D i s t r i c t .  

(2) The p rope r ty  i s  p r e s e n t l y  improved w i t h  a  t h r e e - s t o r y  b r i c k  church 
s t r u c t u r e .  

(3) The Sunday School room i s  l o c a t e d  on t h e  ground l e v e l  o f . t h e  church. 
The aud i t o r i um i s  a t  t h e  second l e v e l  and t h e r e  i s  a  balcony a.bove t h e  aud i -  
torium. 

( 4 )  The l o t  has  a  60 f o o t  f r o n t a g e  on Eye S t r e e t ,  NW. and a  dep th  of 
95 f e e t  and a n  a r e a  of 5,700 squa re  f e e t .  

(5) The p r e s e n t  church s t r u c t u r e  occupies  approx imate ly  100% of t h e  l o t .  

(6) The aud i t o r i um s e a t i n g  approximately  700 persons  and t h e  balcony 
s e a t i n g  approx imate ly  350 persons  i s  e n t e r e d  by a s t a i r w a y  a t  t h e  n o r t h  
en t r ance  of t h e  bu i l d ing .  I n  o r d e r  t o  e x i t  from t h e  second f l o o r  aud i -  
to r ium and t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r  balcony, t h e  same s t a i r s  must be used. 

(7) It i s  proposed t o  e r e c t  a d d i t i o n a l  s t a i r s  a t  t h e  sou the rn  end of 
t h e  b u i l d i n g  t o  s e r v e  t h e  upper  two f l o o r s ,  There now e x i s t s  a t  t h e  r e W  
of t h e  b u i l d i n g  two acce s so ry  s t r u c t u r e s  which w i l l  be removed t o  make way 
f o r  and house t h e  new s t a i rways .  

(8) No oppos i t i on  t o  t h e  g ra .n t ing  of t h i s  appea l  was r e g i s t e r e d  a t  
t h e  p u b l i c  hear ing .  



OPINION : 

We a r e  of t h e  opinion t h a t  a p p e l l a n t  has  proved a  ha rdsh ip  w i t h i n  t h e  
meaning of t h e  va r i ance  c l ause  of t h e  Zoning Regulat ions and t h a t  t h e  d e n i a l  
of t h i s  r eques t  would prevent  a  reasonable  use of t h e  proper ty ,  a s  con- 
s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  proposed s t a i r s  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  on ly  a  minor i nc rease  i n  l o t  
occupancy, t h e  l o t  being a l r e a d y  overoccupied. However, t h e  p ro j ec t ed  l o t  
occupancy w i l l  no t  c o n s t i t u t e  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  i nc rease  and only  a c t  t o  permit 
an  e a s i e r  e x i t  from t h e  bu i ld ing .  This  w i l l  g r e a t l y  enhance t h e  s a f e t y  of 
persons a t t end ing  func t ions  a t  t h e  church. 

We hold t h a t  a p p e l l a n t ' s  p roposa l  w i l l  have no adverse a f f e c t  upon nearby 
o r  ad jo in ing  p rope r ty  and w i l l  not  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  impair t h e  purpose, i n t e n t  
and i n t e g r i t y  of t h e  zone p l an  a s  embodied i n  t h e  Zoning Regulat ions and Map. 

BY O D E R  OF THE D,C, BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMEm 

ATTESTED : a 
By: '\ 

// JAMES E, BESS 

// S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Board 


